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REMARKS 

We have amended independent claims 1, 5, 6, and 8 and have added dependent claim 14. 
Support for the amendments and new claim can be found in paragraphs 0003 and 0054 of the US 
publication of the present application. 

Prior Art Rejection 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-13 under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the applicants' admitted prior art (APAA) (Fig. 1 of the applicants' application) in view of Au 
(US 6,489,805). We submit however that neither the APAA nor Au, separately or in any proper 
combination, describe or suggest that "the frequency of a transfer clock signal used for 
transferring digital data between the interface and the buffer memory is greater than that of an 
operation clock signal of the access circuit," as recited in independent claims 1, 5, and 8. We 
further submit that neither the APAA nor Au, separately or in any proper combination, describe 
or suggest that "the frequency of a transfer clock signal used for transferring digital data between 
the interface and the buffer memory is two times greater than that of the operation clock signal of 
the access circuit, " as recited in amended claim 6. 

AAPA does not describe frequencies of clock signals and Au merely describes data 
transfer frequencies (see col. 1, lines 18-21 and col. 4, lines 5-8). The passages of Au do not 
suggest that the frequency of a transfer clock signal used for transferring data between the 
interface and the buffer memory is greater than that of an operation clock signal of the access 
circuit, as recited in claim 1. For at least this reason, claims 1, 5, 6 and 8 are patentable over the 
AAPA in view of Au. 

Among other advantages, the feature of the frequency of a transfer clock signal being 
greater than that of an operation clock signal of the access circuit shortens the processing time 
for accessing the buffer memory. For example, in a case in which the frequency of a transfer 
clock signal used for transferring digital data between the interface and the buffer memory is two 
times greater than that of an operation clock signal of the access circuit and in which the access 
data unit is two words, the data transfer between the interface and the buffer memory is 
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performed twice during a single cycle of the operation clock signal of the access circuit. This 
advantage will not be obtained by the access circuits of the AAPA and Au. 

We further submit that because claims 2-4 and 14 depend from independent claim 1; 
claim 7 depends from independent claim 6; and claims 9-13 depend from independent claim 8, 
these dependent claims are patentable for at leas the same reasons that claims 1, 6, and 8 are 
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patentable. 
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